Winter In Wellington With Old Salem Farm

Story by Lindsay Brock » Photas by Jump Meda

When snow flies in the Northeast, many show jumfpning barns begin
a prlgrimage south. One of these barns, Old Salem Farm based in
North Salem, N'Y., leaves winter behind each year and moves to the
ideal training and competition conditions found in Wellington.

Led by top trainer Frank Madden
and assstant trainer Stella Manship,
Old Salem Farm brings nders of vary
ing levels o Wellingron each year two
compete in the Winter Equestrian Fes
tival and to enjoy a “winter in Welling
1on.”

While sunshine and palm trees are
hetter for riding than 2 New York win
ter, and make for ideal working con
ditions for Madden, Old Salem Farm
ricders also view Wellington as a land of
apportuniey.

“WEF offers so much, from kadline
all the way up to fivestar grand prixand
everything in hetween,” Madden saic. "l
feel that you can get six to nine moaths’
warth of training for borses and nders
in 2 threemaonth span of time. When
we are done, we come bome with much
mare seasaned horses and riders”

The Ok Salem Farm team will be
made up of riders competing in a broad

span of divisions, including junior

Jumpers, equatation, adult jumpers and

hunters, and high amateur jumpers, ac
cording to Macden.

“This year we have some new horse
and-rider combinatons, and 1 am most
locking forward to seeing how thase
work ous,” sawd Madden, who also puss
his judging expertse o use ar WEF
curing the season.

One rider who will be piloting two
new mounts, 16yearold Klee Heller
man, will also be making her firstever
winter trip to the horse haven that is
Wellingron  after  having  previously
competed far the past two years in Oc
ala.

Hailing from New Haven, Conn.,
Hellerman has heen nding at Old Sa
lem Farm for nearly two years and splies
her time in the sadcle with her respon
sibilities as a junior at Cheshire Acad
emy in Cheshire, Coan.

welingion the magaxine o oy 207 103



Casching a4 Wednesday  alternoon
Hight each week with her texibooks and
assignments in tow, Hellerman has de-
vised i plan to stay on 1op of her studies
while secking success in the show ring.
“It’s all about being organized and hay-
ing constant contact with yvour teach-
ers,” she sald.

While this winter marks her first sea.
son in Wellington, Hellerman s look-
ing forward 1o traveling with her felbow
Old Salem Farm rders and trainers. “1
love the organicaton and the comma-
nity at Okd Sadem Farm.” she saxd. "1 am
excited about hining one week of shows
rght after the other for three manths,
Both my hoeses are new, so 5t s an op-
portunity to get to know them and stare
beang competitne with them in the eq-
witation and junior jumper divesions.”

As Hellerman dips ber toes into
the Wellington community, Od Salem
Farm rider Tegan Treacy, 20, of Need-
bam, Mass, is returning o familsar
territory. She poined Ol Salem Farm
while competing ar WEF in 2015 and

has called Wellingron her winter home
snce ber early teens as a junior rider
Treacy s a sophomaore at Duke Univer-
sy bn Durham, N.C_, and has “winter in
Wellington™ down to a science,

“I wry w be in Wellingroa for elght
or nine weeks during the wineer and fly
down after my classes on Thursday, and
return on Sundiy altermoon or Monday
morming,” she said. "One year | stayed
at school for four weeks straghe, and it
was actually more diffsoult 1o be ot ol
my travel routine. That schedule makes
it casier for me 1o focus on school while
I am s Darham and focus on the hoes-
s when [am in Wellington.™

Treacy is a regular top finisher in
high and low amateur-owner jumpey
competition, but hopes to use the 2017
WEF season to meve into the Under 25
ranks. The Hollow Creek Farm Under
254 Grand Prix Series was developed
as 2 bridge 1w the inmtermational level
of grand pax competition, allowing
up-and-coming riders the opportunicy
10 @i EXperience compeling against
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their peers. “There are so many oppoes  New York, but if vou have o escape the

tunities to show in Wellington,” Treacy  weather, Wellington is the place to bel”
sad. "The circuit runs for 12 consecu Old Salem Farm s one of the top

tive weeks and is very competitive with  equestrian venues in

North America, as rated by the Nocth

competition

large dasses, good footing and heaus

American Riders Group. Host of the
FEI 2* and 5* Old Salem Farm Spring
Horse Shows, the prestigious American

ful show grounds.”

At home just one hour noeth of New
York City, Old Salem Farm is the site of
s own renowned training program, as
wedl as 26 weeks of hoese shows from
cal and reguonal events to the high
et level of internanional show jumpeng
competition. Buz for three months, nd

ers like Hellerman and Treacy, under

den
and Manship, make up 2 small piece of

the tutelage of trainers sich as Ma

Wellingron's booming horse show com
munity that draws from all corners of
Narth Amernica and beyvond during the
winter months.

“There's no better environment for
competition or training, and we con
sider ourselves Jucky to be able wo call
Wellington bome during the winter,”
Madcen sad. "Mysedf and my nders

bove our facilities ar Old Salem Farm in

Gold Cuap CSIW 4% and yearround

ate

competitions, the facilicy offers a
af-theart turf grand pex fiedd, indooe
riding arena and two allweather foot
Ing nngs.

Ffor wmore mformanon about (Xd Salems
Fare, it wew.oldsalenfern.ne or call
(QI4) 6695610
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